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CMS VATAVARAN Biodiversity Film Festival and Forum saw screening of Twelve Films on the Second Day of the Festival
A Press Release
December 04, 2012:  The second day of Kolkata CMS VATAVARAN Biodiversity Film Festival & forum showcased important topical and regional environmental issues through the medium of documentary and animation films. The film screenings aimed at exploring the existing knowledge and creating awareness about the importance of biodiversity conservation among youth and general public. Such a programme has been organised for the first time in Kolkata.

The films on biodiversity and related issues were screened in total 3 (three) venues i.e. Surendranath College, West Bengal Pollution Control Board’s Auditorium and Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute.

Festival Coordinator Ms Priya Verma Talwar said the festival serves the dual purpose of enhancing the student’s environmental sensitivity and encouraging them to contribute to the environment and spell a change.

Some of the films screened during the day were: Payenge Aisa Ek Jahaan, Amongst Tigers and Elephant (Wild Adventures - Ballooning with Bedi Brothers), Shelter, A Second Hand Life, Lost Home, Chasing Water, etc.  The films highlighted diverse issues i.e. climate change, electronic waste business, water & wildlife conservation, etc. The films in West Bengal Pollution Control Board were followed by an interactive quiz session on biodiversity conservation which was conducted by West Bengal Biodiversity Board technical staff. The films which were most liked by students were Chasing Water and Amongst Tigers and Elephant (Wild Adventures - Ballooning with Bedi Brothers) and A Second Hand Life.

The participants were school children, college students from journalism and filmmaking stream, media & civil society organisation representatives and Government officials. Some of the participating institutions and organisations were Sharda Prasad Institute, Surendranath College, SRFTI, West Bengal Pollution Control Board and West Bengal Biodiversity Board, Young Explorers India, Sanmarg, etc.

The selection of films screened during the day was appreciated by the students, faculty and representatives from various participating organisations. A XI class student, Riju Dutta from Sharda Prasad Institute said “With so much pressure from exams and school assignments, we don’t get time to enjoy the nature, therefore, such films bring us close to the nature & environmental concerns and encourage us school students to conserve our environment and prevent it from environmental destruction.”
The previous day saw the inauguration of the film festival and forum at NANDAN by Shri Partha Chatterjee, Hon’ble Minister In-charge, Commerce and Industries and Dr Sudarshan Ghosh Dastidar, Hon’ble Minister, PWD and Environment Department, Govt of West Bengal. The festival will continue till December 7, 2012 and will be organised at West Bengal Pollution Control Board and also at various prominent schools, colleges of Kolkata.
Highlights of tomorrow programmes: 

· Panel Discussion on Challenges to Biodiversity of West Bengal from Climate Change
Venue: 

Time: 02:30 pm – 4:00 pm

· Green Film Screenings 

· Venue: Loreto Day School 122, A J C Bose Road, Sealdah

Time 09:00 am – 11:00 am 

· Venue: WBPCB, West Bengal Pollution Control Board
Time: 12:00 pm – 01:30 pm 

For more information contact: 

Priya Verma Talwar | Festival Coordinator, CMS - Environment 

CMS, Research House, Saket Community Centre, New Delhi – 110017, India

M: +91 98999 79165 | P: +91 11 26864020 (Ext. 222) 
E: priya@cmsindia.org  www.cmsvatavaran.org
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